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Guide to Awnings, Pergolas, and 
Sun Shades
As good as that sunshine can feel when you’re lounging on your 
backyard deck, at times it can get to be a little too much. Trying 
to entertain or grill in the middle of the day when the sun is 
beating down can make that interior AC seem pretty inviting.

Fortunately, several solutions exist if you have too much sun. 
Even better, some of these ideas are reasonably inexpensive and 
DIY-friendly, and they may add a little style to your backyard deck 
décor.

Shade Solutions for Backyard Decks

Deciding on shading options for your deck involves several 
considerations. Do you want permanent shading or do you want 
the ability to remove the screening when the sun isn’t a problem? 

How about the area -- does the shading need to be over the 
entire deck or just a portion? And lastly, how will the screening 
blend in with your home’s exterior styling? With these questions 
in mind, consider the following options to help keep your deck 
shaded:

1. Pergolas. You’ve probably seen these outdoor structures, 
but may not have known what they were called. A pergola 
is a series of beams or joists that are supported by framing 
at the perimeter of the deck. The beams can be just about 
any distance apart, but closer is usually better for screening 
purposes. A pergola can cover the entire deck or just a 
portion. Hanging flowers and plants from the beams can 
assist in providing shade and give the whole structure a 
more natural look. Pergolas become a part of your deck 
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so they don’t have a temporary appearance, but they also 
can’t be removed on a pretty day. Doing a pergola over just 
a section of your deck can give you the best of both worlds. 
If you can build a deck, putting up a pergola shouldn’t be 
difficult.

2. Awnings. These shades attach to your home, and you can 
use them when needed. The closed awing looks like a large 
roller, but when the sun becomes a nuisance, the shade 
can be pulled out manually or opened with the push of a 
button. Awnings come in numerous colors and sizes and 
even patterns that can give your deck a festive look. This 
type of shading has the advantage of being able to shield 
your backyard guests from sudden light rains. However, if 
you live in an area that gets severe storms with high winds, 
having an open awning could be a problem. While most 
awnings are structurally sound, they’re not built to withstand 
a gale. Many manufacturers offer awnings with DIY-friendly 
installations.

3. Sun shades. Imagine a window blind for a deck and you 
have a pretty good idea of what a sun shade does. In order 
to use a sun shade, you need a tall structure such as the 
framing for a pergola at the perimeter of your deck. Sun 
shades don’t do much to block the sun when it’s directly 
overhead, but can be a big help when the sun is rising 
or setting. This type of screening might work best when 
combined with a pergola or awning to offer more complete 
protection. Sun shades are available in numerous sizes and 
colors, and you can also choose just how much shading you 
want them to do.

Don’t let the sun force you inside -- add one or more of these 
shade options to your backyard deck and enjoy the great 
outdoors.


